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THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


• ,hp market until after Christmas. It was most favourably reviewed, 
theorems recognising that there was no such children’s annual in existence ; 
U ! 1 c npnnle had bought their Christmas Boxes, and the publication 

L“ -e«,n.Tat^hl»ylLup„„ its «d„„r (,o whom P.N.E.U. chiidren 
owe so much). Though it was a last Christmas Annual, its contents will 
be fresher for the children this year than last, because they have not been 
reading them month by month. We are quite sure that this appeal to our 
readers will not be in vain, and that everybody will present at least one 
copy of our Annual to some happy child. 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education Natural History Club. Notes by M.L. Hodgson. 
—It is very important in teaching that we should follow the very best 
methods we can discover. Even the very best teachers get into bad 
habits, and rest contentedly in an old groove, until they or their pupils get 
dull and tired over work which ought to be interesting and even exciting. 
How often this is the case with botany and natural history generally. It 
is frequently said to me, “ I used to learn botany at school, but I did not 
like it: it was so dry.” It certainly is dry, if we like to make it so; but 
it can be, and is, most fascinating if properly taught. Mr F. Rowbottom’s 
papers, which are issued monthly by the P.N.E.U., will, I think, help 
many to find this out, both teachers and pupils. Like many other good 
things, they must be rightly used in order to be rightly valued. If the 
work given in them be carefully spread over the allotted time, and 
thoroughly mastered by the teacher before being presented to the pupil, 
they should prove most helpful and delightful to all concerned. The 
junior courses, both geology and botany, are beautifully simple and most 
interesting. The are suitable for beginners of any age, and, if intelligently 
used, ought to do much to create interest in both subjects. It will be 
found very helpful to use the blackboard freely, and all the diagrams given 
should be drawn, if possible, and copied by the children, so as to show 
they have intelligently understood the lesson. I am specially drawing 
attention to these papers on account of the difficulty of finding suitable 
work for indoors during the winter months Being issued monthly, the 
papeis provide for this, and should help greatly in finding subjects for 
nature note-books. I hope to hear of excellent work done in these before 
\er) long, both by members of our club and the children under their charge. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

\_The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents ]• 

Dear Ldiior, In spite of all that has been written and spoken on the 
subject of the earliest training of children, I think it most lamentable to 
ow many parents still consider the most inexperienced teacher good 
enoug to begin with their little children. In this connection the following 
extract from Mulcaster, written about three hundred years ago, is interest- 
ing. How much longer shall we have to wait before the thoughts here 
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expressed take root in our minds anrf u~~~ __ _ Po/ 

advantage of our children ? bear fruit to the 

“ For the elementarie, because good u mea surabl e 

to it, it is left to the meanest, and tlw^f 0 '^ wil1 not abase the i 
first grounding would be handled by £V° the Worst - For thlt T 
greatest, because both his pains and h- b * St ’ and h is reward h , t J the 
greatest. And it would easily allure be with' £ 

if they might perceive that reward would T " to Com e down so In 
will contrary this point, neither can anv UP ' N ° man of iud I 
m ntrarv: the one seeth the th;„„ , . y 'g n °rant be hi J , . gment 


rreaiesi, ^ nis pains and his i„a nis re 'vard wo 

greatest. And it would easily a ll ure suffici J “ dgment *ould be wi 
f they might perceive that reward would ri men t0 Com e down so In 
will contrary this point, neither can anv UP ' N ° man of iudJ^ ^ 
contrary : the one seed, the thing bc hut lofi"^ b ' bla "’« 1 the 
,l,e ground to be great m laying, not °" >he other k„„„e,h 

doth learn— which IS eery small show ■"«•« »hich the child 

f„, the manner of handling his wit, to hearten m , Pt°cess-b„u| s0 
Of great moment. The first master can but deJui h a ? erwa " J . »*<* is 
more, and so still upward as reason groweth „ V'*' the with 

forcing. It is the foundation ■well and sound! 7* receives without 
the upper building muster, with countenance l V dwhich makes all 
were to strike the stroke, as I am but to d contin ^ance. If i 

taken should in good truth be most ltberallv UnSe1 ’ ^ ^ pains trul y 
allowed still upward, as the pains diminish ^ andT^"^ 1 and less 
Whereat no master hath cause to repine so he mavh ^ increaseth - 
grounded in the elementarie. Whose imn ayhave h| s children well 
marvellously trouble both masters and scholars so thlt " ^ d ° th 
any good, nay, scantly tell how to place the too h hardly d ° 

form, with hope to go forward orderly, the groundwork oftheTr e7 T™ 
so rotten underneath.” K 01 their entr y being 

If any parents doubt the still present truths of the bet Mn , , , 

but ask any schoolmasters or schoolmistresses * them 

Emily Simon. 

artide^^h IT ?» R, “ I ^ l ? U n t Se " d y ° U my ? rateful thanks for your editorial 
von Qa Parents Review of May. I have long felt the truth of all 

I y ,\ and seen the terribly bad effects of the new “ youthful industry 
m s. ihe only consolation I could find was, that as the Chinese 
are the most enslaved, so are we English the least, except perhaps 
e Americans, of whom I know nothing. Certainly in Germany and 
r ance, and here in Norway, where I cannot find (is it in consequence) 
an y 0Ve nature or of science for itself. For instance, a youth who had 
Passed high in natural science, including, of course, entomology, had 
never seen an ant’s nest, though they abound in the woods. Another 
cuiious fact appears to be, that as the school advances so do the old arts 
* e country — music, dancing, carving, working in silver — die out. How* 
^ u ch easier to teach from books than from nature, and how difficult to 
nd a te acher skilled in any art. 

it am so thankful you have taken the matter up, and trust you will follow 
? a £°°d end, not only in the Parents' Review, but in other Magazines 
, nd 'n the Times. I fear “Tommy Jones” is sent to school chiefly 
ecause he is in the way and troublesome, and the parents do not under- 

Stand our business. F - A ‘ F - 


'•rfl 



P.N.E.U. NOTES 


Dfar Editor,— An oia iaay * anouia 

and tell you about some little Blue Tits. For several years they 
built in an old-fashioned pump in the garden. The parents fly in the 
snout which is straight, and build their nest in the cylinder. The pump 
has a ’top to it, which we take off to see the eggs. 1 he little babes, when 
they come out of their shells, are very interesting to watch. They are 
very small and red when they are born, and have mouths which seem to 
be as big as their bodies. There were eight young ones this year. We 
went to look at them every day, and liked to notice the fluff and feathers 
appearing little by little every day. At the end of three weeks they had 
all their feathers, and were strong enough to fly. We happened to be near 
when they first left the nest. The mother and father were outside on a 
tree, chirping to the young ones to come out. At last one little head 
appeared at the opening of the spout, and after a little hesitation it came 
out ; then another followed, and so on, until they were all out. We wish 
you could have seen them, they were so pretty. With love, from 

Janet Cook (aged 12), Olive Cook (aged 11). 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


639 


propose to exhibit colWHnr,* j , 
shells, flowers, seaweeds, or othe* obiect th , < ; mSelves or their children of 
are requested to communicate at of Natural History, 

Gardens. Reports of the Exhibition f a** ^ FrankIin ’ 9 - Pembridge 
2 8 , Victoria Street, price 4 jJ ^ost free 94 be had at the Office. 

Ho?i. Treas.: Mrs. Hallam^ Murray. 5 Paterson - 28 « Victoria Street, S.W. 

Franklin, 9, Pembridge ' harden s^W^^ Th^fT^”' ‘‘ Mrs ‘ E - L - 

been arranged for the session .--NoTembe^ Mr °R ‘” g leC ~ reS ’ &c - have 
4.30., Mrs. Spencer Curwen on “The ann r ’ R ,°° per; December 10th, 
to Pianoforte Teaching” (with illustrations^ r" °[ Fducational Principles 
and cardboard Sloyd classes bva t J'i Pmsh drawin £> ba sket work, 
French and Genn a rd^» Sp r ^ H ° USe ° f ““cation 

ladies. A reading dr C T e Tor *17 by French and German 

Pembridge Gardens, when “Home Educa^n^T™!!, ** hdd at 9 ’ 
books, will be read and discussed ' a " d her educationa l 

h ^1, ic - afts brush - 

places of interest in London have been planned for rhilH* eXC ' UrS10ns to 
upwards, under guidance of a lady lecturer "" ^ 

Mrs. Franklin is at home on Thursday mornings and will be dad to 
answer all questions and give further particulars. Application foAickets 
for classes should be made early. 

u f 7 * ey C l U t~? 0Ck / y WiU commence in October, and will be played on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 2.30—3.30. The Club is established for girls 

M° m w , V , e yea, n S 0f age and for adultS - Ful1 Particulars from 
Mrs. hranklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens. 

Hampstead and St. John’s Wood Branch.-W^ Sec • Mrs C 
Herbert-Smith, The Retreat, North End. It is requested that all com- 
munications during- the month of October respecting this branch be 
addressed to Mrs. Perrin, 8, Carlton Hill, N.W. 


Programme of Meetings for Session 1895. 

Oct. 1 6th. Public Meeting. “ T he Use and Abuse of Parental Reserve , 99 
Rev E. A. Abbott, D.D. Chairman, H. Courthope Bowen, Esq., M.A. 
Nov. 13th . — “ The (Gouin) Series Method and the Training of the 
Imagination in Teaching Languagesand other Subjects to Children , 1 ” 
Mr. Howard Swan. 

A class will be formed after this lecture for the study of a modern 
language on the Gouin method, if enough members desire it. 

Dec. nth. — “The Application of Educational Principles to Pianoforte 
Teaching 99 (with illustrations), Mrs. J. Spencer Curwen. 

A list of the Meetings arranged for 1896, will be circulated early in the 
new year. 

Woodford and Wanstead Branch.— Hon. Sec . : Mrs. Pedlev, 
Grove Cottage, Wanstead. 

Clapham Branch.— Hon. See . 

Clapham Common. 


Miss E. Bloxam, 29, Northside r 


640 
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. vn trouch End Branch.— lion. Sec.: Mrs. G. 

HlGHGATE AND OROUCii 
Uonrirnrk 2 Christchurch Road. 

Dulwich Branch.-^. See.: Mrs. Whiteley, The Chestnuts. 

Hnlwich Common. 

NORTH FINCHLEY Branch -Z fo*. See.: Mrs. Ramsey Wilson. 

ft Wnodside Park. The next Session will open on 3rd October, 
Vs n C m ’with an address by the President of the Branch, J. D. Maclure, 
Es ,M.A., Headmaster of Mill Hill School, at Meadowside, Woodside 
Park (by kind permission of Mrs. Clayton). 

READING Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mr. William Salmon, 56, London 

Street. 

Southdown Branch : 

Brighton Centre.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. William Borrer, Pakyns Manor, 

Hurstpierpoint. 

Eastbourne Centre,— Hon. Sec.: Mrs. G. F. Butt, Ingleside, Selwyn 
Road.— The winter Session will open with a meeting in October, when 
Dr. E. Muirhead Little, F.R.C.S., Physician to The Surgical Aid 
Society, has kindly consented to give a lecture : “ The growth of the 
bones, and the deformities incidental thereto.” Particulars will be 
duly announced to Members, and can be obtained from the Hon. Sec. 
Hastings and St. Leonard's Centre . — Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Edward 

Venables, S. Bernard’s Lodge, London Road, S. Leonard’s. October 
24th, a Public Meeting is arranged, when the address will be given 
by Miss Charlotte Mason. \ 

Leeds Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Arthur Smithells, 4, St. Chad’s 

Gardens, Ear Headingly. 

Southport Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. James Dixon, 8, Preston Road. 


Cardiff Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Greener, 1, Clare Street, 

Riverside. 

Scarborough Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. G. Rowntree, 14, Valley 
Bridge, Scarborough. 

Sheffield Branch. — Ho?i. Sec.: Mrs. Newton Coombe, Brocco 

Bank, and Miss Walmsley, the High School. 

Folkestone Branch. — Hon. Sec: Mrs. Henry Baynes, 9, Christ- 
church Road. Treasurer: Mrs. Copland-Griffith. 

Bedford.— Parents and others interested in the work of the P.N.E.U. 
are invited to communicate with Miss C. F. Barnett, 31, Spencer Road. 

Broughty Ferry Branch.— Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Don, The Lodge, 
Brough ty Ferry, N.B. 

Dunfermline Branch. — Hon. Sec. (pro tern.) : Henry Beveridge, 
Esq., Pitreavie, Dunfermline, N.B. 

Edinburgh Branch.— Hon. Sec.: Miss Berry Hart, 20, Charlotte 

Square, 

Aberdeen Branch.- Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Cary, 434, Union Street. 

(Parcels of Back Numbers for distribution can be obtained from the 
secretary, at;the rate of 10 copies for 1 /-, or. 7/6 per 100, carriage paid). 
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THE 

PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OL HOME- TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

MEMORIES OF ARNOLD AND RUGBY 
SIXTY YEARS AGO. 

By a Member of the School in 1835, ’36 and ’37. 

Chiefly Chats with my Youngest Children. 

HAVING been with three others for over a year at the top 
of a country grammar school of local reputation at Bishops 
Waltham, I was sent in the autumn of 1832 to Shrewsbury 
School, then under Dr. S. Butler, and was placed in Iliff’s 
House and in “ Black ” Tom Butler’s Form. 

In the Christmas vacation following, I caught a cold which 
ended in inflammation of the lungs, wherefore the doctor 
pronounced that I must not be sent back to the North till I 
was thoroughly recovered. 

When this was reported to Mr. lliff, he replied that I must 
either come back or that my father must take my name off 
the books and pay the quarter’s fee for want of notice. This 
he did, and so I escaped returning to that foul and cruel 
school. 

As a temporary expedient it was arranged that 1 should 
read, living at home, with a most estimable man and 
good scholar, the Rev. W. N. Hooper, Minor Canon and 
Precentor of Winchester Cathedral and Vicar of Littleton. 
The arrangement, however, dragged on till Easter, 1835. I 
was with him only two hours a day, all my lessons being 
prepared at home. He had one other pupil living with him, 
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